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The current location for Bureau Europa is the former showroom of the Royal Sphinx factory, founded by Petrus Regout (1801-1878) and part of the ‘Timmerfabriek’ (timber 
factory, built 1905-1911, national monument since 1996). The complex is currently being transformed into a ‘Factory of Culture’, as part of the ‘Belvédère Binnensingel’ 
urban development project. By adding new cultural functions such as a cinema, the city hopes to boost this former industrial area north of Maastricht’s city centre. 

Timmerfabriek / Timber facTory   boschsTraaT, maasTrichT  50° 51‘ 21.0“ N | 5° 41‘ 31.0“ e

For almost 100 years, ENCI has exploited the Dutch part of Mount St. Peter as a limestone quarry for the production of cement. Burdening the environment for economic 
purposes, the exploitation of this protected natural area has been part of a long-drawn-out political controversy. The quarry will be ‘given back to nature’ in 2020, when 
ENCI will stop with its open-pit mining. The quarry will be developed further into a nature reserve and recreational area.

eNci limesToNe quarry   lage kaNaaldijk 115, maasTrichT  50° 49‘ 19.6“ N | 5° 41‘ 46.9“ e

The Fabrique Nationale Herstal, founded in 1889 to provide the Belgian army with guns, saw its quarters expanded in 1929. The new industrial complex ‘Pré Madame’ 
housed the workshops that fabricated products for a mobile future: cars, trucks, mopeds, and aircraft engines. Decline saw production change solely to weapons and am-
munition, and by the 1960’s the building stood abandoned. In 1991 the complex was bought by S.A. New Market that has been planning an ‘eco village’ ever since. 

Pré madame / fN hersTal   rue du Tige/ rue johN moses browNiNg, hersTal 50° 40‘ 12.5“ N | 5° 38‘ 03.2“ e

The coal mine of Hasard de Cheratte (1850) was composed of four mine shafts and operated until 1977. The owner, a flemish private real estate developer, wanted to de-
molish the unlisted parts of the complex, such as the concrete tower (built 1927-1947). After 30 years of disputes, he was finally expropriated by the provincial agency for 
economic development in 2013. Remediation of the site and the demolition of several unlisted parts of the buildings are planned for October 2015.

hasard de cheraTTe, former coal miNe   rue de Visé / rue PeTiTe rouTe, Visé 50° 40‘ 57.9“ N | 5° 40‘ 10.2“ e

On the premises of the International Expo of 1930 a new quarter inspired by the Modern Movement was built between 1950 and 1978. It consisted of high-rise tower 
blocks and communal services such as a crèche, church, library and a cultural center and accommodated 1800 households. After gaining a ‘ghetto’-reputation in the  
80’s-90’s, a controversial trajectory of demolition and renovation plans was installed to supposedly (re-)create the social mix: the first towers went down in 2009.

remaiNiNg droixhe Towers   rue armaNd rasseNfosse 3, droixhe – liège 50° 38‘ 45.6“ N | 5° 36‘ 26.7“ e

Crossing the industrial island of Monsin, it is hard to imagine it once was a ‘Paradise of Eden’ a pastoral retreat for city people. To create a fortified industrial area which 
would be able to withstand an attack by uncoupling the bridges, its residents were evicted in 1927, the Meuse was rerouted and construction of the Albert Canal began in 1930. 
Now as a part of the autonomous port of Liège it is a space seemingly devoid of humans, except for the truck drivers, recreational fishermen, dog owners and gay men.

île moNsiN   rue de île moNsiN, liège 50° 39‘ 38.0“ N | 5° 38‘ 31.9“ e

Previously spread across several locations, in 2014 the 200 employees working for the city of Seraing’s administration services moved into this newly built thermal efficient 
building on a site formerly owned by ArcelorMittal. The building forms the new entrance for ‘The City of Tomorrow’ and is part of the new masterplan for Seraing. Other pro-
jects currently in development are a 6.5 km long and 30 m wide Urban Boulevard, a shopping centre, gastronomic cluster and the sustainable renovation of out-dated housing.

ciTé admiNisTraTiVe seraiNg   Place kuborN, seraiNg 50° 36‘ 48.5“ N | 5° 30‘ 43.8“ e

Blast Furnace B (HFB) was constructed by the S.A. Cockerill-Ougrée and started production in 1962. The company merged into the Cockerill-Sambre Group in 1981, into 
Usinor in 1998 and became part of the Arcelor Group in 2002. In 2010 it became part of the ArcelorMittal multinational steel group. To protect other parts of the compa-
ny suffering from overcapacity and a continuous worldwide decline in demand of steel due to the financial crisis, ArcelorMittal closed down HFB in October 2011.

blasT furNace b arcelormiTTal   N63 / rue chamPs du moNT, seraiNg 50° 36‘ 11.7“ N | 5° 32‘ 29.5“ e

River view with on the left the cokes plant owned by ArcelorMittal. The plant was built in 1957 and includes four coke oven batteries. In January 2013, ArcelorMittal an-
nounced it would close down the plant, which employs 300 workers. Its exploitation permit is valid until 2022. Efforts of the USA based Oxbow mining group to take over 
the plant, failed; the pollution of the site makes a viable exploitation difficult. The Luxembourg consortium REM is currently investigating a take over.

View wesTwards oN The meuse from The PoNT d’ougrée 50° 36‘ 25.8“ N | 5° 32‘ 36.1“ e

In 1817, King William I of the Netherlands sold the former Prince-Bishop of Liège’s summer castle in Seraing to the sons of William Cockerill. Creating the first coke blast 
furnace in Seraing from those headquarters enabled the mass-production of iron and steel which sparked the Industrial Revolution on the European continent. The building 
that was recently extended now houses the headquarters of the international technology and service provider CMI group (Cockerill Maintenance & Ingénierie).

cockerill casTle   aVeNue greiNer / Place kuborN, seraiNg 50° 36‘ 59.1“ N | 5° 30‘ 43.0“ e
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In the context of RECIPROCITY design Liège 2015, Bureau Europa commissioned photographer Kim Bouvy to research the reciprocity between 
the (post)industrial identities of Liège and Maastricht. 
Both cities, as part of the Meuse-Rhine Euroregion, are of considerable importance to the footnotes of European history: in 1817, the Dutch King, 
William 1st, sold the Prince-Bishop of Liège’s summer castle in Seraing to the sons of William Cockerill, an English industrial entrepreneur and 
skilled engineer. They then laid the foundations for the first coke blast furnace in Belgium in 1823, thus introducing the mass-production of iron 
and steel and sparking the Industrial Revolution on the European continent. These events were paralleled in Maastricht by Petrus Regout, who 
started his family-run steam-powered glassworks in the Boschstraat in 1834 that would extend rapidly into factories for glass, earthenware, nails 
and rifles. Both families were pioneering industrialists and capitalists, both consolidating cross border relations for the sake of their businesses.

Bouvy’s photographic ‘travelogue’ takes the river Meuse as her guide, looking at the successive landscapes that have emerged along the riverbanks from 
the time of the industrial revolution to the present. Starting at the Cockerill Castle in Seraing, where the now redundant furnaces owned by Indian steel 
giant ArcelorMittal stand silently next to worker communities, a new masterplan is being implemented. Between Herstal and Visé one can find off-highway 
shopping malls, waste incinerators and logistic hubs in development, followed by the picturesque landscape of the Plateau of Caestert and the ENCI lime- 
stone quarry and nature reserve in Maastricht. The route ends at Bureau Europa, a villa in the ‘Timber factory’ that was once part of the Sphinx empire of 
Regout and Sons and now part of a future ‘Factory of Culture’. 

From this sequence of fragmented cross-border industrial and post industrial landscapes, one can read the struggle of a society in flux, one that needs to 
constantly adapt to its rapidly changing economic and social conditions. Here the river Meuse acts as a timeless connector of ‘décors’ that are both generic 
and informed by local histories. The contemporary face of Europe emerges: an area in a state of industrial stagnation and disengagement. The once prominent 
industrial role of this region has been largely played out through an endless process of mergers. Operating within the international flows of capital, cheap 
resources, migrant worker populations and global economics, multinational companies no longer limit themselves to the local context of available resources 
and labour. Under these ‘liquid’ conditions, how can this part of the Meuse-Rhine Euregion – once closely connected by religion, culture and trade –
shape, or rather reinvent, its post-industrial identity? 
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